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they might Increaſe in Wiſdom and Holineſs. Then he puts 
them in mind of their ſinful aad miſerable eſtate before Converſi- 
on, and of the rich Mercy and Grace of God in delivering them 
our of it. To this he adds an account of the particular Grace 
of God to himſelf, 'in Calling him to the Miniſtry, in maki 
Extraordinary Revelations to him, and ſending him to Preac 
among the Gentiles, the unſcarchable Riches of Chriſt : whereby 
not onely Men, but the holy Angels too , would be further 
Inſtructed in the Myſterivus Effeas of Man's Redemption, 
Wherefore he Exhorts them not to faint at his Tribulations for 
them ; and Prays for the increaſe of their Spiritual Strength, 
their Faith, Love and Divine Knowledge, and that they might 
he filled with all the fullneſs of God. And having ſpent near 
half the Epiſtle upon theſe Subjets, which were molt fit to 
confirm and ensourage them ; he does in the followi 
of it exhort them to thoſe neceſſary Duties which the Priv 
beforemention'd do call for : Befeeching them firſt in the ge- 
neral to walk worthy of their Vocation, and then particularly 
direfting them in their whole Behaviouc towards God, and the 
World. And amongſt other excellent Rules, he gives them 
many particular Cautions, both in the fourth and fifth Chapters, 
againſt all the Sins of the Age and Place they lived in 3 arguin 
from the danger of them to their Souls,  ( notwithſtanding 
what ſome deccivers might ſuggeſt to the contrary, ) from that 

t and admirable Change which was wrought in them , 
rom the proper Fruit and Efficacy of the Holy Spirit, their 
Duty on the contrary, to reprove ſuch things, and the ſhame 
that belong'd to them, that they muſt by all means avoid thoſe 
Sins. And having now in many inltances direfted and warn'd 
them, he ſeems to ſumme up all in the Verſe before and in 
that of my Text—-See hen that ye walk Circumſpettly, &c. Bains 
| &' mis arckiis \<Ffunrin, fee theretore how Circumſpefly, Dilt- 
gently or Exactly ye walk-—— Which words do imply, fee: 

y the free Grace of God, and his infinite Love in Jetus Chrilt, 
'e were call'd out of Darkneſs into Light ; from a State of 
gnorance, Inkdelity, and Mylery, to that of a Divine Know- 
ledge , Holineſs and Salvation z ſince ye enjoy the pres 
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Priviledges Chriſt has purchas'd for you by his own Blood, for 

the increaſe of Spiritual Graces and Comforts in your | 

and Security of your Eternal Happineſs ; ſince you live a 

many Adverſaries and great Temprations. to- Sin againſt God, | 

whereby you would forfeit his Bleſſings and incurre his Dif 

pleaſure ; -- Primr 3 — - therefore look to your ſclves , 

that ye walk with all that exiQtneſs and caution which theſe | 

things require in you, as it becomes wiſe Men to do. Which . 

Precept is yer more briefly comprehended in the words of my | 

Text, Redeeming the 7 ime ; for which the Apoſtle adds this one 

Reaſon,iaſtcad of many, becauſe the days are Emil. ; 
In ſpeaking to theſe words I ſhall firſt ſhew the meaning | 


times uſed. "Flus is a 
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very.many of his moſt profeſſed Diſciples, Magicians or Sorcerers, 
as appears from the great number of rhem Sr. Pa«/ had converted, 
the price of whoſe Books was fifry Thouſand pieces of Silver, 
Ads 19. 19. Beſides, here were already many falſe Teachers, as 
the followers of Simon Mags, the Nicolaitans, and about this 
time, or ſoon after, the Ebionites and ( erinthians,who endeavour'd 
as much as they could, to corrupt the DoArines of Chriſt by their 
peſtilent Hereſtes. Yea, from a themſelves aroſe ſome Se- 
ducers too, as Hymeneas, Alexander, Philetus and others, mention'd 
inthe Epiſtles to Tiworhy. Which things were exattly according 
to the Apoſtles PrediQtion, As 20. 29, 30. Where ſpeaking to 
the Elders of Epheſus, he ſaith, I know this, that after my depariing, 
ſball grievoss Wolves enter in you, not ſparing the Flock. All 
of your own ſelves ſball men ariſe, peetn ſe things, to draw 4- 
way Diſciples after them. So evil were the days wherein theſe E- 
heſians hiv'd, in reſpett of Sin. Therefore the Church could not 
5 wake from the other evil CY 
Bur to ſay nothing of the ſecret Temptations of the Devil, 
which are common to all Chriſtians in every time and place , 
though they muſt be ſuppog'd moſt violent where that enc- 
my had ſuch an intereſt to loſe,and in fo great danger,asat Epheſus, 
To paſs by many other Troubles, which almol! conſtantly at- 
tend a ſincere Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; Here the Diſciples were al- 
waycs liable to Perſecution for the fake of Chriſt, from the 
blind Hcathens on the one hand, and the more obdurate Jews on 
the other. Here , as *tis moſt probable, Sr. Pal and his 
Companions met with thoſe t Troubles, which he com- 
plains of, 2 Coy. 1. 8. which preſs them out of meaſure 
above ſtrength, infomuch that they deſpair'd even of Liſe; and 
had the Sentence of Death in themſelves. For it is certain he was 


in danger at Epheſus of being carried to the — A. 19.% 


29, 30. ) to be devour'd- there, as we may ſuppo , by Wild 
Beaſts kept for the Execntionot MalefaRtors, and ro which Chri- 
ſtians afterwards were ſometimes expos'd. Therefore he ſayes, 
That, after the manner of 'Men, (x7 <rirwne , according to 

or, ſo far as was in Man's Power) he fought with Beats at Ephe- 
ſus, 1 Cor. 15. 32. And it cannot be ſuppos'd, _— 
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muſt be always in a Suffering State, and receive daily Afﬀronts 
from che Rage and Malice of fuch Enemies among whom they 
liv'd ; though Sr, Pa«/ does not directly mention ir'in — 
for this Reaſon, it may be, leaſt it might have Exafperarced their 
Enemies the more againſt them ; and therefore he gives only 
ſuch rnera! hints to 1g, asthis.4n the "Text. Now becauſe they en- 
dur'd theſe and ſome. following Perſecutions, with a true Chrilti- 
an Courage and Patience, our Saviour. mentions this to their ho- 
nour, Rev. 2.3. Thou haſt born, and haſt patience, and for my Names 
ſake baſt laboar'd, and haſt not tainted. Thus it appears theſe E- 
pheſians liv'd in an evil time, both in reſpect of Sin and Suffering”; 
and it is with relation to theſe eſpecially, that the Apoſtle Exhorts 
then, iZeyrgglrcx + xavgir, to make the beſt Merchandiſe of the 
preſent ſeaſon, by behaving themſelves with that wiſdom and 
circumſpettion , which ſuch evil Times did: eſpecially require. 
And in this. ſenſe it will beſt agree-with what a to be the 
deſign. of the ſame Exhortation to the Colofians, Chap. 4.5. Walk 
in wiſdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time, That 
is, uſe that prudence ia your Converſation towards Unbelievers, 
that ye may preſerve your ſelves from their fins, and from ſuf- 
tering by their means, and gain upon- them, if poſſible, in order 
to their receiving the Faith: of Chriſt, 

Now chis Bxhartatian, and the reaſon by which it is enfor©d, 


do nearly concern all Chriſtians at this day, and in this Natiory, 
but eſpecially Miniſters of the Golpey who, of all-Men, ſhould 
be molt ſenlible of the evil of the Times, as indeed they uſually 
teel the greateſt ſhare of it;and who have a more conſiderable and 
difficult part to aft with relation to it than others. Therefore, in 


time, with reſpeQto the evil of ig, I ſhall firſt repreſent to 
the evil of our preſent da andihes ſhow. how we ure tore 
the thc ac. yp3 | 
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x. In reſpeft of Sin. And here I have a very Melancholy 
Scene before me, and ſuch as 1 had rather ſecretly lament, than de- 
ſcribe to you, were it not neceſſary we (rould know and conſider 
this dreadful evil, in order to its Cure, it it be not paſt remedy. 
We live in an Ageand Nation,wherein too-many are Monſtrou J 
corrupted in their Judgment and Manners. Some are funk fo 
far below the common reaſon and ſenſe of Mankind, as to de- 
ny the God that made them, though there is a thouſand times 
more certainty of hisexiſtence, than their own. Others will own 
no Religion but what is Natural, becauſe, they cannot compre- 
hend thoſe Myſteries God has reveal'd ro us; and ſo they deny 
the Lord that them. Some arrogate to themſclves a 
Power of keeping the whole Law, and attaining Perfeftion and 
Happineſs by that means; others contend for a Clumerical Faith, 

that has neither grounds nor effetts, as ſufficient for Salvation, 
how bad ſocver Men are in their hearts and converfations; and 
fo make our Bleſſed Lord himſelf ( as much as lies in them ) a 
Patron of vice and wickedneſs, and his Holy Religion a 
for the vileſt praftices. What ſhall we ſay of Popery, that Hy- 
dra of errors, which have been fo often baffled, and 
live? Though, one would think, if the Men of that Religj 
would fcrioully coaſult either Faith, or Reaſon, and that Law 
of Kindneſs, which is naturally written in our hearts, they muſt 
needs be aſham'd of their , of the many contradiQti- 
ons and abſurdities they have receiv'd, and that Cruelty prafti- 
ced in their Church wwards alt Men, that dare be wiſer than 
themſelves. To theſe 1 might add, the Dreams and Fancies of 
many Enthufraſts _— conceive ſuch Notions of God, 
and their Duty m, as are unworthy of his Being, 
and fo far below thoſe excellent diſcoverics he ns made of tis 
Nature and Will in holy Scriptures, that their own Reaſon, as 
_ as it is, would in a meaſure correft theſe mi- 
ſtakes, if they .would but attend to it. 
| Now whagcan bethe fruit of ſuch errors in Mens Minds, but 
« Corruption alſoin their Converſation? which indeed is 
great and common amongſt us. What horrid Oaths and BI 
phemucs, 
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phemies, what ſcoffs at Religion and the ſincere Profeſlers of it, 
are heard in many places? How is the Sacred Name of God, 
his Ordinances and Providences deſpis'd ? How are his holy 
Word and Miniſters Ridicul'd, and made Subjefts for the Pro- 
fane Wit and Raillery of thoſe ſenileſs Men, who thus abuſe the 
ifts of God, to his diſhonour and their own deſtruction? And 
not Profaneneſs, in fome meaſure, enter into our very 
Churches too? For even there we often obſerve a behaviour in 
Men very unſutable to thoſe Places, and the holy Duties per- 
form'd in them. What irreverence is usd in Prayer ? hat 
indifferency in hearing the Word of God? Yea what drowſineſs 
is indulg'd by ſome, and what levities prattisd by others, while 
they are preſent at theſe Ordinances? And if the Sacred Rights 
of God are thus violated by finfull Men, it is the leſs wonder 
ſhould alſo invade thoſe ot their Neighbours, and that we fo 
often hear of Contentions, Murders, Adulteries, Thefts, Op» 
preſſions, Falſe-witneſs, Malicious Slanders, Revilings, &c. and 
that there is ſo much Pride, Covetouſnels and Intemperance 
amongſt us. Totheſe I mult add the many Reats and Divihons 
in the Church of Chriſt, whereby Men do a great indignity to 
our bleſſed Lord himſclf, and truſtrate, as —_ as lies in them, 
one gracious end of his dying tor us, the uniting all into one 
body ; the many Petitions alſo he made to God the Father, and 
the excellent Precepts he has given us to this purpoſe. And 
hence it is, / as well as from other cauſes before-mention'd) that 
the Houſes of God are fo little frequented, his Worſhip both in 
t ublick and Private fo ſtrangely , and particularly the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, that holy Feaſt inſtirured by our 
Saviour for a Commemoration of his dying Love to us, to cn- 
gage us more (trictly in that ſervice whi is perfe&t freedom, 
and to convey Spiritual Grace and Comfort to us. How is this 
neglected by molt Ven? as if crhey had no ſenſe of their Bap- 
tiſmal Engagements, which are here repeated, of the moſt gra- 
cious work of Mans Redemption by the death of Chriſt here 
repreſented, or the Intereſt and Happineſs of their precious and 
Immortal Souls, which would be much promoted by a 
ſerious and frequent attendance on this holy Ordinance. Hence 
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alfo: 3s that almoſt | indifferency in Religion, I mean in 
reſpeFt of the great ſubſtantials of it ; for there is too much Zeal 
in all parties for thoſe leſſer things which diſtinguiſh them from 
other Proteſtants. They are very fond of the occaſions and 
marks of their ration from their brethren, as if needleſs di- 
vitions in the Church, which were of old condemn d by our 
great Apoſtle as works of the Fleſh, had now chang'd their Na- 
rure, and were become means of Grace and Salvation! The 
temperate heats Men have for theſe things , together with 
thoſe of Worldly and Carnal Aﬀettions, have almoſt exhauſted 
that true Zeal for God, and that ſincere AfﬀteCtion ro one ano- 
ther, which are the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Chriits Diſciples. 
It is becauſe Iniquity does fo abound, that the love of many is 
grown cold : though for this very reaſon, it ought to have been 
more fervenc, as will appear hereafter. Thus have I mention'd 
ſome of the moſt common Sins —_—_ us, wherein we may 
ſeem a parallel even to Fpheſis it ſelf, when this Epiſtle was 
written, It the Heathens there were violent Idolaters and Per-, 
{ecutors of Chriſtians, ſuch are our Papiſts too ; if ſometimes 
they praftic'd barbarous Cruelties upon any they met with, 
| and were ordinarily very diffolute and licentious in their Lives; 
| we are not without inſtances of the former fort, and do too 
much abound with thoſe of the latter : and our Atheiſt is ſuch 
a monſter as perhaps was not known amongſt them. It Errors 
and Hereſfies did infeſt the Church then , we have ſome of the 
worlt of them reviv'd in our days, and have added many 0- 
thers to them. If there were ſome perverie Men in the Church 
at Epheſws, that ſeparated themſelves, and drew Diſciples after 
them, theſe are far ourdone by the many Schiſms and Diviſions 
amongſt us at this day. If rhe believing Epheſians were accus'd, 
ſome time after the writing of this Epiſtle, for having left their 
firſt Love, Kev. 2. 4. how much more may we be condemn'd 
for almoſt the entire loſs of ours, and falling into a luke-warm- 
; neſs, like that charg d upon Laodices, and for which our Bleſſed 
| Saviour ſo ſeverely threatens her? We may therefore fay of 
{ our own days, in reſpect of the Sins that abound amongirt us, 
\ as the Apoſtle did of thoſe he liv'd in, that they are Evil. _ 
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the-more, becauſe thoſe in our days that commit the fame Sus 
with rhe Heathens at Epheſus, have been better inſtructed than 
they, and profeſs a pure and undefiPd Religion; and all wiltul 
Sins amongſt us, are committed againſt as many gracious Pro- 
vidences of God towards us, as were ever ſhew'd to any Na» 
tion. 


2. Our days are Evil too in reſpe&t of Suffering. But here 

I will acknowledge, to the praiſe of God's Goodneſs and Pa- 
rience, that we are not liable to ſuch bloody Perſecutions , 
as the Epheſians were daily in danger of, We live not under 
Laws that make our Religion a Capital Crime, or Magiltrates 
that are ready to Judge and Condema us tor it to the moit Cruel 
Deaths. Yea, though the Proteſtants, in ſeveral Neighbour- 
ing Nations, have been thus barbarouſly dealt with by the 
Papiſts , and we our ſelves were in imminent danger of the 
ſame ſufferings, it pleas'd God , of his infinite goodneſs . to 
prevent them by an unexpected and wonderful deliverance : 
and now at laſt to confirm this more, and free us from many 
ſenſible eFefts of a long and dreadtul War, by the Peace 
which is ſo happily concluded. But notwithſtanding theſc 
undeſerv'd effects of Gods Mercy, I have faid enough al- 
ready to prove one of the greateit Perſecutions at this time, 
and in this Nation, that can befall good men, but eſpecially 
fairhful Miniſters. St. Aug«ſtin ( Hom. 10. ) ſpeaking of 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 12. All that will live 
Godly in Chriit Jeſus [ball ſuffer perſecution ; brings in this Que-. 
ſtion, by way ot Objeftion , When the Church is in a ſtate of 
Peace and Tranquility, Protetted by Laws, and Defended by 
Princes, How then do they, who live Godly, ſuffer Perſecution ? 
To which he Anſwers, Qui inter malos vivunt. perſecutionen 
patiuntur ; quia omues mali perſequuntar bonos, non ferro & lapidi- 
bus, ſed vita & moribus, They who live amongſt Evil Men, do 
ſuffer Perſecution; for all Eyil Men Perſecute the Good, not with 
Sword and Stones, but by their Life and Manners. - And. then 
he Inſtances in the caſe of Lot in Sadow, -whom none Perſecured 
or 
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or Moleſted there, but only by their Wicked Lives With which, 
as St. Petey tells us, iSanirtu he Rack'd or Torrn®d his Righ- 
teous Soul from day to day. And indeed this Perſecution _ 
been always very Grievous to Good Men. It drew Rivers of 
Waters from the P/a/mi#'s Eyes, and made the Soul of Jeremy 
weep in ſecret places. Yea, for this,as well as for the Judgments 
it would bring upon J«dah, he paſſionately wiſhes , That his 
head were waters, and his eyes 4 fountain of 1 ears, that he might 
weep way and night for them, Jer.g.1.And none will wonder at this, 
that conſider how Injurious ſin 15 to the Honour of Almighty God, 
how Ttontrary to the Temper of every Good Man, and'in what 
danger it puts them that are guilty of eternal Damnation. And 
if theſe ſinners be under our own charge, our Afiiftion is the 
greater on their account. If St. John had no greater Joy, than 
to hear that his Children walked in T ruth, nothing could aMift him 
more, than their defe&tion fromit. If it was the Joy and Crown, 
yea the very Life of St. Paul, that the Churches, under his Care, 
ſtood faſt in the Faith, it muſt be a matter of great trouble, and 
humiliation, yea ſomething like Death it ſelt ro him, if they de- 
ſerted it. Nay, if in ſome cafes, as St. John TeacheAve n_ to 
lay down our Lives for the Brerhren ; that is, in time of Per- 
ſecution, when it may appear neceſſary for the Confirmation of 
them that Eelieve, and the Converſion of others : then their wil. 
full continuance in (in , or manifeſt defettion from the Faith , 
ought to be more grievous to us than Death it ſelf. And alas! 
How many ſuch caſes as theſe do we fee in our Pariſhes? Some 
who have for under our Preaching many years, and, it may be, 
receiv'd private Inſtructions from us too, are yet groſly ignorant 
of the plaineſt and moſt neceſſary Principles of Religion. Others 
who have Improv'd more in Knowledge, are notwithſtanding 
very looſe and ſcandalous in their Lives. Some that cannot be 
much accuFd, either of ſgnorance, or groſs Commiſſions, are ve- 
ry defeQtive in their Piety towards God, Charity towards their 
Neighbours, or thoſe Relative Duties they are particularly ob- 
lig?d to. Others that would feem, it may be, to have aregard 
to all theſe, for want of a found and ſettled JW Re- 
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ks Be: xr; and 1 have been the longer 


| becauſe. the knowledge of theſe 

3x LC For who! does not know ?) but 
a ſerious ſenſe of thin will be a great -{tep roward their Cure, 
which I ſhall pow 


LB Confider, inf kia ths Precope in MY Text, Redoem- 
ha the ping, os Age Here therefore I muſt ſhew 
how we are to uſe, and improve our time, with reſpect to the 


Evils be foremention'd 
x: "The Eyil-of Sin. 2. The Evil of Suffering, 
|  Foft The Evil of Sin, And here we muſt take care, 


Firſt. To preſerve our ſelves from it. Secondh. To do what 
ode tran) rf 


Firp.- T6 preſerVe/our! ves from this Pvil, and lead a Con- 
yerſatiog as contrary to it as is poſſhble- And this the Apoſtle 
does exhort the to, in- many particylars before my Tex, 
and muſt be fuppo# w/intond it iv this Precept, as much as an 
thing elſe. [ly hadeed: very [great Obligations upon al 
thats Nine the> Natne of !Chriſt, to tt from "Iniquity,. and 
be followers of |hini/"in4' and ufeful Converſation ; but 
eſpecially Miniſters of the Goſpel, when he has appointed in 
his own ſtead, nor only 4g Inſtrut others in the way to Heaven, 
but alſo to lead them i a holy Example. And it-concerns 
cha; To. the hogour of and ſafery of themſelves and 0- 
thibrs, to be the mor ©i Sin is ehore common 
us. © Therefore; if Errops a Herelies do ſo much abound in this 
Nation, we ought tobe more __ in ſearching after the Truth, 
and conſtantly adhere wit others are {o vicious in their 
nr does nor wonder yogi type Ie 
watcly uny cm our 
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towards God and Ven, arc v ; negleQed, "ma c 
would go for Chriſtians, "-Jet'vs the goed; by" and con- 
ſtanr in the performance of them. If a great Indifferency in 
Religion has obtain'd amongſt all Orders of Men; and there re- 
main but few Sparks of that Holy Fire of Zeal and-a# Devori- 
on, which makes our Service an Acceptable Sacrifice to God 
ler us by all means, endeavour to Revive and Cheriſh it in our 
ſelves, and make it the more intenſe; by reaſon of that Coldnefs 
with which we are encompaſs'd. For in fo General a DefeCti- 
on from the Lite and Power of Godlinefs, What will become of 
the Honour of God and his Cauſe in the World, if we deſert it, 
or are cold init ? Andwhat greater Judgments than any we 
have yet felt, may reaſonably be expected for this Apoſtacy, it 
the Rightcouſneſs of our Lives, and Sincere Importunity of our 
Prayers, do not-prevent them: ? 

Secondly. We mult do what we can to remedy this Evil. 
And what I have already mention'd, the Holineſs of our Lives, 
will do very much towards it.For this will naturally create a Ve- 
neration for vs in the Minds of Men , and give us more Aur 
thoricy.in the uſe of -ocher Means, . It will provoke them that 
have any remains of Piety in their Hearts, Confirm ſuch 
as are wavering in the Faith, and halt perſwade thols-whis 
were before Averſe to Religion, of the Truth and Exce 
of-thoſe Doftrines , which ſeerhaver tnd fo indiove 
upan our ſelves, and produce ſuch amiable fruity in our Cover 
ſation. For .there is a beavey in_ Holineſs, which every ey6 
( one would: think / py in ſome: meaſure. diſcern.” There is 
a greatne(s ur Selt deayal and contempt of the World, which 
nmareagratin ; ; and there are: thoſe charms in Humility 
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», We muſt endeavour to convince thoſe that arc guilty. 
3. We muſt pray to God for his bleſſing upon theſe things. 


2. We muſt warn and inftruft others. 
1. We muſt endeavour to convince thoſe that are guilty. 
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mended only for fore excuſe of their Wicked Lives. 
s hard to think, that they who have the leaſt remains 
fon in them, ſhould be able to reſiſt all the plain 
ſible evidences of God's Exiſtence. White they 


fec as many of it, as there are-beings in 

Of to cl perties in thoſe Beings: and if they 
them , every he of their Hearts s a demonſtration of 
So that one would think, a Man moft go out of the World, 
and from himſelf roo, before he can be alrogerher inſenſible of the 
Divine Exiſtence. Bur if his mind -can be fo far beforred with 
Senſuality, as to loſe all ſenſe of it, it is in vain to uſe any rational 
”— Og 14 hum. Some indeed have taken pains to 
antwer this fool according to his folly, in ſhewing the incon- 
ſiſtence of tis dreams and fancies; x may be, with reipett to that 
Rule, Prov. 26. 5. that he aughe be no longer wiſe in his own 
conceit : and have excellemly fer before him the moſt confider« 
able Arguments of God's Being and Providence. Bar he that 
can ſhur his eyes againſt all rhe viſible Teftimonizs of theſe things, 
will probably have very lite {caſe of the force of their Argu- 
ments. Yea, it is like, rhis way of dealing with him, will make 
lim but the more conceired of himſelf. while he is treated 
as a Van of Reafoa, he will take encouragement to ſhuffle off all 
that can be faid againſt his Principles; and there is little queſtion 
but he will find as good prezences tot it, as for his former” un- 
belicf, Burt 1 confcls rhefe diſcourſes are of great uſe to others, 
to confirm their Faith, and affiſt rhem every obſervation of 
thoſe things, from whence the A $ arguments are taken, 
to be more ſenſible of God's preſence with them, and of the 
dominion he exerciſes in the World. One would think the moſt 
proper to work upon this fenſualiſt, ( if he be capable 
& any ) would be (rom the delight and fatery of true Religion, 
whoſe ways are ways of plea/antne(;, and all her paths are Peace. Of 
which;-if-the httle Reaſon he has left will not convince hum, 
he might at leaſt make /T rial and prefer that courſe which he 
batlsro be bett. But why do 1 ſpeak wy. with a 'Beaſt ? 
For if ie be Religion whuch diſtinguithes -trom rhe- brute 
Creatures; A —— —_——— che a_ 
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who't fallen. from it, muſt' be reckon'd amongſt ' them. ' And 
L think the Wiſe Man does direft- the proper method of deal- 
ing with: him, -when he ſays, A whip for the Horſe, and « bridle 
for the Aſs, and a rod for the fools back, Prov. 26. 3. It is ſeniſe, 
through the pleaſure of Sin, that has betray'd him to this Error; 
and it muſt be Senſe, through the ſmart of Suffering, that will 
cure-him of it. - *Tis therefore the Magiſtrates work: chiefly 
to convert this - Apoſtate. -- And we cannot ſufficiently lament 
it, that while Humane Laws are fo jealous of every invaſion 
of. our own Rights, and ſo ſeverely executed upon them, the 
moſt bold and dreadful Impieties againſt God, whoſe cauſe we 
ſhould prefer a thouſand times before our own, do eſcape Puniſh- 
ment. 
The next I ſhall mention are the Socinians, who have ſhew'd 
{o much confidence of late, in publiſhing and defending their 
notions, as if they might appeal to the reaſon of Mankind for 
the Juſtice of them. Theſe ſeem to own Revelation in the 
geneca] , but at the ſame time affert ſuch Principles as over- 
throw it; but whether this be owing moſt to their Reaſon or 
their Piety, I leave it to themſelves to determine. Some a- 
mong(t us, who I believe have been far from their Opinions, 
have notwithſtanding _ a great deference no their Reaſon. 
But. though they themſelves have fer up this Idol in oppoſition 
to: Almighty , to judge-of- his deep and holy Myſteries, 
'rispitty any others fall down and Worſhip it. And 
had: theſe Men but carefully - examin'd, what they have blind- 
—_ they would have been of a very difterent Opinion. 
he fitteſt way, 1 think, tv deal with theſe Adverſaries, is,'in- 
ſtead of magnifing their Reaſon, to ſhew them the weakneſs 
of it. Which Teems no hard-matter to do, if they had but 
Humility enough to think it fallible. For, when there is an 
equal Evidence of the Divine Authoriry of ſeveral books of 
Scripture, what reaſon is there they ſhould reccive ſome of 
theſe, and rejett others? If they cannot deny there- are -un- 
accountable Myſteries in the connection and diviſibility ofthe 
parts -of matter, 10 mation , in the union of rhe Soul with the 
Body, and many other things, whole cxiſtence they' are «ſſl 
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has for its objeRt an Infinite God, all whoſe Atrri 
be incompreheofible ro finite Beings, and the whole mrercourſe 
between him and our Souls, as to the manner of it, above the 
reach of an Humane Judgment ? Spiritual FR are certainly 
further remote from our underſtanding, than” thpſe, that are Na- 
tural « and yet rhefe Men of Reaſon will alflow no MyRtery in 
them, while they are forc'd'to acknowledge very many m the &- 
ther, To this we may add their rational way of Interpreturg 
Scriptures, whereby they wauld make thoſe Divine Oracles ap 
pear as void of good Senſe and, Reaſon as themielves. But 
neither theſe, nor avy other efforts of rheir exalted Reaſon, want 
any confutation from me, ſince they have, been ſufficiently bafflet 
late, as well as formerly, by ſeveral worthy' Authors. © But 
it become's all true Miniſters of the Goſpel, /and indeed every 
good Chriſtian) that acknowledge and adore the, eyer-blefſed 
rinity, together with the Infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of God, in the Incarnation of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
both God and Man, and that great Redemption he hath w 
for us; that are ſenſible of Original, as well as AQual Sin, and 
what need the World had of that meritorious Sacrifice, offer'& 
by our glorious High-Prieſt, in his own Body the Croſs, 
to reconcile them to God, and the impotation of his prong 
neſs. for their Juſtification : It becomes us, T ſay,,upotr el] fir oc- 


caſions, to re out abhorrence of ſuch Antichnſtian Principles, 
as thoſe of the Socinians are, which ſtrike at the very foundation 
of our Religion, and were doubtleſs inſtill d into Mens minds 


by our great Adverſary, in order ro the Deſtriftion of it. Bur 
we know it.is defended by a er than he; who will one 
day call- this' Enemy, and. all his adherents, to' an account” for 
theſe things. And 1 cannot forbear mentioning another 
deteſtable notion of theſe Men, or their Friend's, lately publiſh, 
that there is but one Article of Faith 'd.in the New Te- 
ftament, as neceſſary to be believ'd in order to Salvation ; namely 
this,'thar Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of Gd. * But theſe 1difcoveres 
doy'r perceive thac be who made this tonfeffon, 4#s 8 37. be- 
hev'd all other Articles of our Faith before; and thar this, ngprly 
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underſtood, does include and ſuppoſe all the reſt. What a 
ſtrange degree of Pride and confidenee is this, that makes Men 
dare to vent new notions in Religion! As if all the Learned, Wiſe 
and Holy Men, from the Apoſtles time till this Age, never ri 
underſtood the conditions of Salvation ! And then, how will cus 
refle&t upon the Wiſdom or Sincerity of the ſacred Writers of the 
New Teſtament, yea of the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, if by themi he 
has ſo obſcurely deliver'd truths of this moment, that rhey could 
never be rightly underſtood for aboue ſixteen hundred years to- 
ether ? But the deſign of theſe Men is to diſparage the Hol» 
iprures, and therefore they deal with them as with a Syſtem af 
Natural Philoſophy, that is liable ro be chapg'd in every Age, as 
new truths are diſcover*d, or pretended t in that Scicnce j be- 
hoves us therefore with all the Zeal of Good Chriſtians and Faith- 
ful Miniſters, to repreſent, as rhere may be occaſion, the Wick- 
edneſs and danger of ſuch Innovations, and prevent, as much as 
lies in us, the growth of them amongſt our People. And we 
ſhould do the ſame alſo againlt all other falſe Notions in Religion, 
common in thele days, which I have not time now to mention, 
I ſhall rherefore only add ſomething in the general, concerning 
thoſe leſſer differences in Opinion amongſt Proteſtants, which arc 
the cauſes of Diviſions in the Church. Theſe I think, might, in 
a great meaſure, be reconciÞd,if they were once but rightly under. 
ſtood, and fairly argued by the Parties concern'd 1a them ; e- 
ſpecially if that mutual condeſcenlion could be us'd on all hands 
which the Rules and Intereſt of our Religion do require. And 
it muſt be always remember'd, that when we have to do with 
Perſons Erroncous in_ Judgment, / if there be any hopes of can- 
vincing them ) all our arguments mult be us'd with great kind- 
neſs and compaſſion towards them, that if poſſible we may gain 
upon their aftcQtions, and the: their Judgment will much _ 
ſurrender to us. For, to. accule a 'Min of Errors in this kind, 
ſoems moſt direCtly to refltft 1pon his: Wiſdom, which Men. have 


uſually ol ape aion of 11 t1canielves, than any thing. clſe ; 
and thercjore it had need be dous in che {oftelt and moſt obligi 
manner. Beſ:des, this way of dcil.og with Men, ſhews we have 


a reſpeQ for them, and zive. ilicm allo a greater opinion, of our 
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Picty and Wiſdom, as well as of our good will towards them, on 
which accounts they will be more apt to conſider our arguments, 
and yield to them. 


2. We muſt Reprove the ſins of Mens lives; ſuch as T before 
mention d, and- all others thar appear to us: as the Apoſtle ex- 


' horts, ver/. 11. Have no JH" with the — works of 


darkneſs, but rather reprove them. 1s 15 required of all Men, as 
a neceſſary at of Charity to our Neighbours , Lev. 19. 17. 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine heart ; thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy Nei , and not ſuffer ſus upon him. But Mt- 
rutters muſt eſpecially. do this with all Authority, Tie. 2. 15, and 
with all long- ng, 2 Tim. 4.2. Yet theſe Precepts do not 
oblige us in reſpett of all Men ; tor we are Caution'd not to Re- 
rove a Scorner, 452 nds is, one ſo harden'd in fin, that 
will deſpiſe the Means we uſe to reform him, aad return evil 
upon us for our Charity to him. Such our Blefſed Saviour calls 
Dozs and Swine, and has left us this Rule conccrning them, Mat. 
7. 6, Give not that which is Holy anto the Dogs, neither caft ye 
your Pearls before Swine, leit they trample them under their feet, 
and turn 4zain and rent you, But I think there are few that we 
ought to account ſuch , till we have made ſome trial of them , 
and Admoniſh'd them according to our Saviour's Command , 


God, the main end of Reproof is rhe greet our Brother ; 
e of ti 


which, if it can be done by a difcreer means, the E- 
eernal Happineſs of his Soul will be fſecar'd, .the Honour of 
God moſt promoted , and our ownConſciences beſt diſcharg- 
ed byir, ' | | | | . "” 
i F | 3. We 
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3. We muſt ſhew Kindneſs to all evil Men, as there may be 
occaſion for it ; what Enmity ſoever they may bear to us ;. ac- 
cording to our Saviour's Precept , Mat. 5. 44. 1 /ay wo jou 
love your enemies , bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray o them which deſpightfully «je you 
and perſecute you: and this he enjoyns as a matter of great 
advantage to our ſelves, as in the Verſe tollowing, that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in Heaven. St. Paul ( after 
Solomon )) gives vs a like P , in order to the Spiritual good 
of our Enemy, Rom. 12. 20. I thine enemy hunger feed him ; if 
he thirſt, give him drink ; for in ſo doing thou Rat heap coals of 
fire os bi; Bead Which is a Metaphor taken from Metals , that 
are ſooneſt melted when fire is caſt upon them. And therefore 
the Scnſe of theſe words ſeems to be, by theſe means thou ſhalt 
ſoften thine Enemy,and reconcile him to thee. Tar hong Boy 
will bear another Senſe, z= this is moſt bly i y 


thus ver” thereby reconciPd to Religion, and 
fo brought 


will add: to our 
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greater torce and Authority upon others. 


de neceſſary , with all plainneſs and carneſtneſs, to Repreſent to 
our People the Sinfulneſs of our Nature, the evil and danger of 
Sin, the many Temptations. we are encompaſs'd with, = 
Judg- 
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Judgments of God denounc'd againſt Sin, both in this and a fu- 


ture State. And on the, other hand, the natural of God 
to his Creatures, his Intinite Love in Chriſt to all that truly Re- 
pene of their Sins, believe in the Lord Jeſus and bus Com- 
mands : the Comfort and Happineſs of a Holy Life here, and 
the Glorious Salvation which will be the Reward. of it hereat- 
ter. To theſe things we muſt add particular Cautions againſt 
thoſe Sins and Errors which are moſt common amongſt us, . 
ing the danzcrous conſequence of them. And all this with ſuch 
a Senſe and Zeal, as may convince them we believe it our Selves, 
that we have a true Compaſſion for their Souls, and delire of 
their happineſs. But our greateſt care ſhould be employ'd about 
the moſt hopetul part of ou Charge, the Children in our ſeveral 
Pariſhes, to Inſtruct them in the Principles and Rules of our Re- 
ligion, that they may know whatſoever is neceſſary to be Be- 
lievd and Praftis'd in order to Salvation. To which cad, we 
muſt not only take care that they are in the Form of 
their Catechiſm, but endeavqur, by ning it. familiarly to 
them, to make them underſtand it, as far as they are capable ; 
that the Fear of God, and a Senſe of their Duty to bios, poſſeſſing 
their Hearrs betimes, may preſerve. them from the fins of the 
preſent time, and fir them to do eminent Service to God hereah- 


ter. And we have the greater reaſon to hope for this ſuccels , . 


becauſe the habits. ot Sin being but weak in are more caſt 
ly fubdu'd by good Inſtruftions, and rheir Minds not yet . pres 
'& with other Notions, will receive the and more 
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this Good Work, with greater Advantage than our felves, eſpe- 
cially - if it be ſeconded by their good Example. 


43. To theſe Means, we muſt add our daily and fervent Pray- 
ers to that God, who ſearches all Hearts , and can change them 
as he pleaſes, whois Light and Truth it ſelf, and can reform all 
the Errors of Mens Minds ; who fees and hates the Ungod! 
Converſation ot ſome, and the Lukewarmneſs of others amon 
us ; who is ready to bleſs all proper Means, that are Zealouſly 
and Prudently uſed for the Correfting Mens Errors, and Re- 
forming their Hearts and Lives; and with whom the Effeftual 
Fervent Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth much : that he 
would be pleagd to dire and aft us in all our Endeavours 
to theſe Ends, and Crown them with his Bleſſing. 


2. I am to ſhew how we are to redeem our Time, or make 
the beſt uſe of it, with reſpett to the evil of Suffering : And 
this 1 ſhall do in Twe Particulars. 


1. We muſt carry our ſelves prudently towards the Enemies 
of Religion. 


2. We muſt bear patiently thoſe Stffermgs we mece with 
for the Sake of Chrilt. 


1, We muſt carry our ſelves prudently xowards the enemies 
of Religion ; Re En _ 
Indignities to us ; ing to the Rule our Saviour gave 
Diſciples , Mat. 10. 16. 7 fend you forth as Sheep in 
midit of Wolves : be ye therefore _ s, and harmleſs 
Dbves. The carmity' which rw Religion, will make 
them-apr to take” up any riew inſt 1t; and there- 
fore they willthe more 'curioully obſerve our Converſation, and 
be ready to change us with the leaſt appearance an = 
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| Bo y nib the Lord, "aid oy work with my God. 
| i pole jet Gat T be g lorioas in the 
be 'my. ſtrength. As for other 
Thi Lad, Ts — the far cauſe, we ought to bear 
eames have ſufficient motives to encourage and com- 
fort pos pero i Garg aſl. Tf Mendeſpiſe our Profeffion, we know thar 
God Dio. ba honour'd it. © And indeed there is nothing in our 
perform. i fubjef? of on oF 
ubje&ft of our Preac 
wW wherein are all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
LIACe 5; 16.15 to fave Meg from Eternal Miſery, and 
them to a ſhare Happineſs 'The Sacraments we 
are Pledges of the Love of God ICIS Tacins 
Engagements upon them to be Faithful to their 
and means to convey thoſe Divine Virtues whieh wi wy 
t the Sick, it is to inſtruft and 
for Gloty, if they dye,onik 
more, i recover. When we b 

the Dead, we do an. aft of Charity both to them, and to the 
Living. To us God has given Authority to bleſs his People in 

yo Nam yin.40 Rem had and Retain Sins. - All which things are 
of Men, that the holy fngeb mighn 

envy us in the doing, 0 them, if they were capable. of ſuc 
1n. And it is not for any-meannels in our Office, but for 6- 
ther reaſons, that God has not 'd thoſe Glorious Creatures 
in it. The Work does indeed highly deſerve them, bur we could 
not bear their Miniſtrations, in. it; 'and God has commirred this 
Treaſure to carthen, Veſſels, ty ' Perſops that are mean and frail, 
and of fach corem GEES 6s abr fabves that rhe glory of its 
Succeſs may be wholly his own. 2 Cor. 4. 7. T if igno- 
— — deſpiſe ſuch an Office, it becomes 
pb How! ro ify.it.; and let them conſider how much 
Bteroal God himſelf is-concers'd in this caſe. For he that 
Trac ch no MB Gd 1 Theſ. a. $. And out 
Saviour tells t Diſciples, and in them all Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, Lake 10, =. Fra heareth you, heareth me}, and be 
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A Viſnation Semin 


294 


tha deſpiſeth yoa, deſpiſerh me : and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpifertr 
him en 900 Having therefore ſuch _— in tha CON" 
tempt, it behoves us rather to glory in it, than be diſcouraged by 

it. Whatever other Afronts or ujurics a faithful Servant 'of 
Chriſt receives, he may be comienced, nor only from the former 

conſiderations, but the caſe of our bleſſed Lord hnnſelf; who 

came into the World upon the molt gracious, delign that was &+ 
ver carricd on in it ; who was perfettly Innocent, and continually 

went about doing good; and yet endur'd the worſt Perſecutions 

of all ſorts, from thoſe very Men whoſe Souls he came to ſaves 
Theretoce- a Patient enduring of Afflictions, will make us in a 
great meaſure conformable to the Lord Jeſus, and work 

out for us an exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory. Tr will 

alſo at preſent {ecure our own Peace aad Tranquility in deſpighe 

of any that would diſturb it, and ſo make us better Merchants of 
the preſent Sealon, in Redecming it from ſuch diſturbing thoughts 
and complaints as thoſe injurics are apt to- provoke in us. ' © 


Thus have I ſhew'd, in ſome part, how we muſt uſe our time 
with reſpe& to the Evil of ic; and that there is moſt need of Re- 
deeming the time, when the days are Evil, to preſerve ous own 
Innocency, to reform the Age we live in, to bear our Sufferi 
patiently, and ro promote the Honour of God in the World. . To 
which I might add ſeveral other Reaſons, as, 


1. It is then moſt Praiſe-worthy. 2. Then it is eſpeciall 
neceſſary ro prevent the Judgments of.God, denounc'd again 
Sio, particularly that which at laſt came upon Epheſws / as well as 
the other Churches of 4fis ) for nor making x good ufe of rh&ir 

ities and means of Grace; namely, the removal of the 

Hrom ther, according to our Saviours ing, Rev. 2. 
CN from — art fallen, and — the firſt 
orks; or elle 1 will come «nto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candie- 
flick out of his plate,” except thous Repens » Which Judgment we 
have alſo too much reaſon to/fear, and therefore to uſe our 
deſt care and diligence to prevent it. ' | 3. The improveing fuch a 


Seaſon ; 
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Seaſon will be more abundantly rewarded, both in this and a 
fature Life. 


I might alſo draw ſeveral inferences from what has been 
on, but the time will not give me leave. Therefore I 

Il' only add, that ſeeing this is a buſineſs of the greateſt im» 
portance, and very difficult too, feeing our time is very ſhort and 
uncertain, our own abilities inſufficient for ſuch a Work, and we 
live in the mid{t of many and great Temptations ro abate our 
Zeal and diligence in it; we oughtro look the more carefully to 
our-ſelves, and uſe the beſt means to fit us for it. Let vs there- 
fore Redeem what ious time we can from all unneceſſary 
avocations, and'employ it diligently in Reading, Meditation and 
Prayer. Let us confer often with one another, for our mutual 
affiſtance and encouragement; and let us endeavour always to 
preſerve ſuch a Temper of Mind, free from Worldly Cares and 
other diſtrafting PaMſons, as will make us capable of higher im- 
provements by theſe means, and engaging more entirely in the 
work of the Lord, for the greater honour of his holy Name, the 
better ſucceſs-upon the Souls of our People, and a more glorious 
Reward to our ſelves, hereafter in the Heavens. 
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